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23 November 2016 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians  

 

At this time of year when the days are cold and wet it is good to be able to report so much good news 

from School. 

 

Our Bromsgrove Challenge highlights the importance of service and charitable fundraising to the pupils.  

We are so proud that the pupils raised a staggering total of £10,860 for local and national charities 

through this part of the programme.  

 

You may have seen coverage in the local paper already but the National Arboretum in Staffordshire ran 

a competition to commemorate the centenary of the end of the Battle of the Somme which was to write 

a poem inspired by a hornbeam tree.  At the end of the battle, Delville Wood was completely obliterated 

but one lone tree survived and still stands there today. The rest of the wood has now grown back 

around the original and it lives there as a reminder.   

 

Bromsgrovian, James Bateman was one of the winners with his poem called ‘Alone’. The prize was a 

tree that has been grown from a sapling of the original tree and it was planted in our grounds last week. 

The pupils have also been busy preparing Christmas Shoe boxes and we are so pleased that they have 

donated sixty-three boxes which will each brighten the life of someone less fortunate.  

 

On the sporting front, our congratulations go to the badminton and basketball teams who enjoyed good 

wins last week and to the U16 Girls and U18 Boys (Indoor) hockey teams who have qualified for the 

Midlands Finals.  It is good to report that Bromsgrove won six and drew one of the seven outdoor 

fixtures played against Malvern.  The commitment of the pupils is unwavering despite the challenging 

conditions. 

 

The U15 Netball team are into the next round of the Independent Schools Cup following a fine win and 

in rugby our congratulations go to the U15s for their National cup run which closely following their loss 

in a close game last week.  The 1st XV have now progressed to the national quarter finals following 

another fine win and I will not tempt fate by even beginning to think the “T” word.  On Saturday, it was a 

really good day for the rugby teams in the matches played against RGS High Wycombe.  The spirited 

contests saw us winning seven and drawing two of the eleven matches played. 

 

Wycliffe had the better of the squash fixtures while in the pool our swimmers won an impressive 17 

races out of 29 in a gala with Cheltenham College.   Our congratulations go to the senior boys who 

competed in the English Schools’ National Swimming finals at the Olympic Pool. The team of Tristan 

Bland, Marcus Ng, Ivan Lee, James Cuthbert and Sam Osborne swam exceptionally well. 

 

It is good to report that the Upper & Lower Sixth BTEC Sport students enjoyed a series of human 

performance workshops at Worcester University in what proved to be a highly rewarding insight into the 

world of higher education and sports performance and that the L6 Design Technologists attended the 

Design in Action conference at the University of Warwick where the day included insight into purpose 
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within Social Design, the creative process of bringing a car to market and the challenges of progressing 

an initial idea to a global lifesaving incubator. 

 

Many congratulations and our thanks go to the members of our String Orchestra and Brass Group who 

performed a ‘Coffee Concert’ at St John’s Church on Saturday.  The performances were sublime and 

once again the pupils fully deserved the praise of the sizeable audience. 

 

Forty-five minutes in the Old Chapel was the perfect tonic for all who attended last night’s Informal 

Concert.  A lovely range of pieces were performed beautifully in a rather wonderful setting.  It was a 

perfect warm-up for Sunday’s Advent Service and you might like to view the performance by clicking 

here.   

 

It looks like it will be a sizeable congregation for the candlelit service on Sunday.  I can confirm that 

there will actually be no charge for the mince pies and mulled wine that follow.  There will be a retiring 

collection for Action on Hunger though.  The service begins at 5.30pm but please do leave time for 

parking and transit to the Chapel.  At the end of the service we will need to manage departures carefully 

and so I would be grateful if you could await an invitation to leave from our supervising team on the 

evening. 

 

Earlier on Sunday, the Big Band will travel to Cheltenham to compete in the National Concert Band 

Festival and we wish them luck in the first round when they are up against bands from both schools and 

universities. 

 

My colleagues have completed the latest set of grades which will be published at the start of next week.  

You should receive the usual notification.  They will be followed at the end of term by full reports for 

parents of pupils in Fifth Form and Lower Sixth. 

 

I would like to record my gratitude to the members of the Parents’ Association who attended last week’s 

termly liaison meeting.  There were some good points for discussion which will be shared through the 

minutes to House PA’s and a substantial sum of money was committed to the support of projects that 

will add much to the life of a wide range of pupils at School in the near future. 

 

Miss Johnston has been doing some excellent work in developing the pupils’ understanding of, and 

engagement with, technology and social media.  She has achieved the holy grail of ensuring that all 

pupils have signed the Responsible Use Agreement and we will continue to monitor and respond to any 

issues as they arise.  The challenges are many and complex.  I will be sending some guidance to you 

from Miss Johnston next week on a range of E-Safety issues which I hope you will find helpful.  I have 

previously shared a link to the sponsored “Digital Parenting” magazine which, I hope, you can find by 

clicking here. 

 

Thank you for the time that you take to read these letters each week.  I hope that you find them helpful 

and informative.  Please do feel free to email Miss Camden with suggestion for any additional 

information that they might contain. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAykN79mFLKCXL7EpbQeoU8w9WNf_-M2B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAykN79mFLKCXL7EpbQeoU8w9WNf_-M2B
http://www.vodafone.com/content/digital-parenting/learning-and-fun/digital-parenting-magazine.html

